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Gearing Up Internet Literacy and Access for Students
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Q. What is GILAS?

GILAS is the acronym for Gearing up
Internet Literacy and Access for Students, a
multi-sectoral initiative that aims to provide
Internet access for students and basic
Internet literacy programs in all the 5,443
public secondary schools in the Philippines
in the next 5 years. The mission is led by a
consortium of private corporations and civic
organizations, in coordination with the
Department of Education.

Q. Why is there a need for this project?

Less than 40% of the country’s public high
schools have computer laboratories
accessible to students, and less than 6% (or
308) of these laboratories were connected to
the Internet as of December 2004. In an
environment of resource scarcity, Internet
literacy is arguably the most cost effective
investment we can make in our educational
system.

Q. Who will benefit from the project?

Primarily senior high school students in the
country’s public schools. Depending on
student density and availability of PC
workstations, the Internet laboratories may
be made available to high school students in
lower years as well. There are roughly 1
million senior high school students enrolled
in the Philippine public school system every
year.
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Q. What are the deliverables for GILAS?

For schools that already have working
computer laboratories, GILAS will provide
Internet connectivity packages and the basic
training necessary for teachers so that they
can impart Internet literacy skills to the
students. For schools that do not have
working computer laboratories, GILAS will
provide both laboratories (of at least ten PC
units each) and the Internet connectivity
packages, along with the corresponding
basic training. In both cases, GILAS will
provide unlimited Internet access for the
laboratories for one year.

Q. How does GILAS plan to prioritize
schools throughout the country?

Recipient schools will be selected by the
working members of the Steering Committee
based on the following:

Local community participation: local
government,  business, civic, non-
government organizations, parents,
teachers, and other stakeholders in the
community;

A viable sustainability plan;
Potential of the donee schools to assist in
fulfiling the GILAS vision by mentoring

their respective neighbor schools; and,

Availability of connectivity requirements:
laboratory infrastructure and security,
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computer capacity, electricity, phone
connection, or satellite availability.

Q. Who are the people behind GILAS?

A Steering Committee composed of leaders
in government, the private sector, the social
development community, and the donor
community has been formed to oversee
GILAS and lead the campaign for resource
mobilization.

Senator Manuel Roxas Il and Mr. Jaime
Augusto Zobel de Ayala Il , President of
Ayala Corporation and Vice Chairman of the
Ayala Foundation are the working Co-Chairs
of the Steering Committee.

CEOs of some of the country’s largest and
most progressive corporations have agreed
to serve as Steering Committee members.
Among them are: Globe/lnnove,
Smart/PLDT, Digitel, Bayantel, IBM,
Integrated Microelectronics, Inc. Intel,
Microsoft, and SPI Technologies. They are
joined by representatives of various civic,
social, development, and donor
organizations.

Q. Where are we now?

Since GILAS was launched in January 2005,
one telecom company, Innove
Communications, has committed to connect
600 public high schools in the next 2 years,
300 of them in Mindanao, which is in
southern  Philippines  where  poverty
incidence is highest. This will unlock a $1M
challenge grant from USAID and perhaps for
the first time bring Mindanao up to speed
before the rest of the country. We have also
received positive responses from local
government officials, other corporations,
senators and congressmen, and Filipinos
overseas. In the span of 5 months, 90 public
high schools have been connected to the
Internet.

Q. What can you do to help? How much
would it cost you to help?

Any individual, organization, company or
institution can help the project by making
cash donations, raising funds or helping
mobilize other resources for GILAS.

The estimated cost of providing Internet

connectivity packages per school for 1 year
is PhP100,000.00, or about US$2,000.00.
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The estimated cost of providing 10 units of
PCs for schools without PC labs is Php
200,000.00 or about US$4,000.00.

Donors may choose to sponsor all or a
fraction of the cost of connecting 1 school, 1
city, or 1 province.

Q. Aside from cash donations, how else
can | help?

The Steering Committee is currently looking
for individuals and partner organizations
who can help in the following areas:

Providing a helpdesk;

Assisting GILAS schools in their
sustainability program;

Hardware donations based on
technical guidelines and
specifications prescribed by the
GILAS management;

IT Education and teacher training.

Promoting the GILAS cause in
conventional media and the
Internet;

Organizing volunteer groups for
promotion and fundraising

Individuals or organizations who wish to help
in forms other than those mentioned above
are encouraged to email Ms. Lynn Peralta

at: slp@af-usa.org

Q. How can potential donors give?

Donations in cash or in checks may be sent
to the attention of:

The Executive Director
Ayala Foundation USA

255 Shoreline Dr., Suite 128
Redwood City, CA 94065
USA

Tel. + 650 598-3126

Fax + 650 508-8988

(Tax deductible in the U.S.A)

Please fill out the Donation Form in the next

page and mail it together with your donation
to the above address.
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Ayala Foundation USA Donation Form

A

AYALA FOUNDATION USA

DONOR INFORMATION

Name
Donor to be acknowledged if different from above
Telephone Fax Email

DONATION INFORMATION

Please direct my gift to the Ayala Foundation USA General Fund.
Please use my gift to support the following area of service or area in the Philippines:

I recommend that Ayala Foundation USA support the following charitable organization:
Organization Name:

MODE OF TRANSMITTAL

| am giving cash in the amount of $

| am enclosing a check payable to Ayala Foundation USA in the amount of $

Please charge $ tomy MasterCard Visa
Cardholder Expiration Date
Account No. Signature

This will be processed through myayala.com, whihhe name that will appear on your credit card
statement.
| donated proceeds from my E-bay sales through www. missionfish.orgon _ _/ /

| am donating my car. | have already been contacted by Charitable Auto Resources to make
arrangements for pick up.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OPTIONS

Unless otherwise informed, AF- USA will give your ¢ ontact information to the grantees
who may contact you directly. Check here if you wo uld prefer that your donation be
anonymous.

WAIVER

| understand that my gift to Ayala Foundation USA becomes the property of Ayala Foundation
USA and that Ayala Foundation USA has ultimate control, authority and discretion with regard to
its assets. All grants made by Ayala Foundation USA are in its sole and independent discretion.

Signature Date

Please make copies of this form as needed. Send or  fax this form with your gift to:

Ayala Foundation USA 255 Shoreline Drive, Suite 128 Redwood City, CA 94065
ph 650 598 3126  f 650 508 8988 info@af-usa.org  www.af-usa.org

Upon receipt of your donation and completed donation form, you will be sent an
acknowledgement letter and official receipt in the mail to be used for tax purposes. Thank you!
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