Rutgers Student Group Shows New Way to Donate

The Rutgers Association of Philippine Students (RAPS), a student associatidgersR
University, New Jersey, recently donated $1,000 to Gearing Up Internetclitane

Access for Students (GILAS), an ambitious project aimed at connectiniglgdpihe

public high schools to the Internet in five years. Founded by the Ayala Foundation and
co-chaired by Senator Mar Roxas Il and Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala, CE® of t
Ayala Corporation, GILAS is also backed by multinationals like IBM, Intel rb%oft as

well as several prominent Philippine corporations.

Jed Castillo, a burly junior pre-med student at Rutgers and RAPS Treasurer,.and Ms
Kristina Latonio, a pharmacy school candidate, and RAPS Secretary, are shown here
presenting the check to Ms. Vicky Garchitorena, President of Ayala Foamdad top
honcho of GILAS. Garchitorena, better known for her leadership of the KOMPIL 1l
group which played a key role in forcing Joseph Estrada out of office, and asea form
member of President Arroyo’s cabinet, travels regularly to the USA to pitcBIEAS.

Jed Castillo explained RAPS motivations for donating to GILAS. “We've given to
charities before, but GILAS is different. It focuses on investing in infrestre, and not
just on consumables like food and clothing.” Kristina Latonio, a petite lady wiindre
of studying pharmacy at Rutgers, said she was convinced about donating to GHrAS a



a presentation on GILAS and the Philippine educational situation by Ms. Garchitorena i
New York. “It was really a no-brainer for me. | learned that only 6% dippime

public high schools are connected to the Internet and that 100% of schools in Singapore,
Taiwan and Korea are connected. How can we expect Filipino high school students to
compete?” Indeed, as Ms. Garchitorena noted, Philippine students are alggaaty far
behind most countries in Math and Science. She rattled off some depressitigsstaitis
the 2003 Trends in International Mathematics & Science Study of the National Gent
Education Statistics, Philippine high school students rank&outlof 45 countries in

Math, and 42 in Science. Philippine students performance was barely better than
Botswana. Worse still, the grade average'bjdar high school students in the

Philippine public school system is 46.8%, way below the minimum passing grade of
75%. Jed Castillo was especially shocked by one statistic. “l found out théiades&o

of Philippine high school students passed their college entrance exams. | couievé bel
it! It's like everyone flunked their SATs. We decided that giving to GILAS e right
thing to do for RAPS.”

The $1,000 donation of RAPS will be funneled by GILAS to the Bato Night High School
in Sagay, Negros Occidental to help buy networking equipment to finally connect the
school to the Internet. Once the Internet connection is established, the RAPSstudent
will start corresponding online with the high school students. “That’s the othgrttiat
convinced us about supporting GILAS”, says RAPS president Liz Perez. “It's nat just
one-time event. We don't just give the money and go on our way. We actually get to
interact with the kids we are donating to. We can share all our favorite sth on

Internet with them. We can point them to free software sites that can save onemn m

There are a lot of things we can do for them once they’re hooked up to us on the Internet.
We could be their kuyas and ates. That's why we’re really excited aboutSGILA

That excitement is clearly shared by Ms. Garchitorena. “Most people datiit realize

the significance of the RAPS donation”, she said. “This is pioneering stuff. b&ing t
Internet, the RAPS kids can help teach Philippine kids and make them more competitive.
| don’t know of any country that is doing this kind of global knowledge exchange using
the Internet between students in the home country and their immigrant student
counterparts in other parts of the world. Sure we do it all the time in corporations. But
with high school students? This is fairly uncharted territory.”

Philanthropy has long been practiced by Philippine immigrants and the contritaftions
Philippine overseas foreign workers in recent years to the economy have bezallgsp
noteworthy. Most of these contributions have been in cash and consumable goods, and
the “balikbayan box” has become a familiar sight in most airports in countries wit
Philippine OFWs. The RAPS donation is in US dollars, still the currency of cluice f
donations. But the significance of this donation goes well beyond the initial transfer of
dollars and cents. As Antoinette Duffy, a mestiza Fil-Am student and RAP$®anem
says,” We have a choice of charities to give to. We could have easily gitreusual
organizations in the Philippines. But we have to think of more effective ways o givi

and helping.”



The RAPS donation is perhaps an indication of the emerging new thinking in diaspora
philanthropy, one that addresses the new challenges and advantages of theidmformat
Age and globalization. Vicky Garchitorena sums it up. “Our students in the Philippines
need to catch up. They're being left behind and marginalized. At this rate, akeill t

them 25 years to catch up with neighbors like Singapore. It's great to giliess|

medicine . . . but we need to think about giving things that will make our kids employable
and competitive. That's why RAPS has a special place in my heart. Theyfistifa-

Am student organization to ‘get it”. Not everyone “gets it” yet, even among toolesst
Fil-Am organizations, and Garchitorena and the GILAS people admit thatslséitea

lot of selling to do. But as Garchitorena holds up the $1,000 check from RAPS, it seems
for now that there is good reason to be optimistic.
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